 
TO: 
Larry Krissek, Committee on Curriculum and Instruction (CCI) Chair

FROM: James Fredal, CCI Social, Behavioral, Biological, Mathematical and Physical Sciences Subcommittee Chair

RE: 
Semester Conversion Proposal for Actuarial Science BA and BS.

April 6, 2011

Larry:
The Sciences subcommittee of the CCI met on March 28th to review semester conversion proposals for the Math BS and BA major programs.  The two programs are identical except for the name and the GE Math requirement; therefore the two proposals were considered together and recommended changes will apply to both version except where specified otherwise. 

The proposal lists the changes to the programs from quarters to semesters as minimal, but there are a few structural changes:

· The six tracks under quarters have been reduced to five tracks under semesters.  The Applied Discrete Mathematics track has been eliminated because of low enrollments.

· With semesters, the Math department will institute a “C-“ rule for all its courses.  The rule will state that before students can enroll in a math class, they must achieve a C- or better in prerequisite courses. This rule had applied to transitions within the 151-153 sequence, but will now apply to all math classes within the major.

· In some cases, the department departed from the standard 5/3 rule in converting quarter hours to semester hours, resulting in an increase in credit hours for some classes.  A brief rationale is provided for these courses.  This increase had the greatest impact on the Financial track, with the result that one required course (Practicum in Actuarial Science) was dropped to lessen the impact on total hours for graduation.  Other affected tracks were similarly modified to adjust credit hour requirements; changes for each track are summarized within the proposal.  Though several experienced an increase in hours compared to the quarter equivalency measure, the difference within each track was less than 4.

In other ways, the structure of the major and its tracks has remained unchanged, and the transition plan is detailed, quite thorough, and trust inducing.  The subcommittee had several recommendations and corrections but found the proposal in general complete and approved it unanimously pending the rectification of the following infelicitous contingencies.

1. The transition courses 114 and 1114 are listed as a pass/non pass course.  Will this be a problem for a course that counts as a GE course? If so, it may have to be a graded course. Alternatively, CCI may elect to grant a waiver, especially in light of the fact that this is a bridge course that is going to be offered once or twice, and is therefore only temporary issue.  
2. The Credit Hour Explanation chart on the PACER form seems to have some errors. The subcommittee believes the following numbers need to be corrected (there may be other errors and all should be double checked):
· The maximum required prerequisite quarter credit hours (last line, column a) should be 49 (instead of 30).

· The minimum required semester credit hours offered outside the unit (4th line, column c) should be 4 (instead of 3) for the BA only. The BS version is correct.  

· The maximum required semester credit hours offered outside the unity (5th line, column c) should be 12 (instead of 14). 

· The maximum required prerequisite semester credit hours (last line, column c) should be 33 (instead of 23).
3. Also the quarter and semester minimum and maximum credit hours listed in “Changes in credit hours” on page 1 of the Rationale should be double-checked. For example, the Financial track semester hours should be “10 out & 31 in” instead of “10 out & 21 in.” There may be other similar mistakes.

4. CCI usually requests personal info (address) to be removed from Advising Sheets.
5. Finally, there was a question about whether, for the Financial track, BA students could take Econ 2001.01/2002.01 and the BS students could (be encouraged or required to) take Econ 2001.02/2002.02.
Thanks.
Jim Fredal
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